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Orientation

Orientation to the school and program begins prior to the actual student teaching experience.  The student teacher contacts the cooperating teacher to arrange a visit so s/he can meet the cooperating teacher and principal, and to become acquainted with school facilities and procedures.  Orientation continues to some degree throughout the first week of the experience as the student teacher encounters new situations.


Observation

A brief period of observation should precede teaching duties.  During this time, the student teacher can learn some names of students and observe key aspects of lessons and department procedures.  The student teacher can especially note (a) ways the cooperating teacher relates to students well, (b) ways the cooperating teacher delivers content effectively, and (c) ways the cooperating teacher manages classes.  Observation may begin during the initial orientation if schedules permit.


Assisting

Student teachers may assist with several aspects of lessons early during the experience.  A variety of brief responsibilities can help student teachers learn pupils' names and improve their confidence.  Examples of assisting include taking attendance, leading warm-up, or leading closure.  Student teachers may also "spot teach" during the body of the cooperating teacher's lesson by (a) giving individual help while pupils practice, (b) teaching a small group at one learning center, or (c) introducing a skill or concept to the entire class.


Tag teaching

Tag teaching provides the student teacher with an opportunity to focus on selected aspects of teaching with content that is prepared by the cooperating teacher.  After observing the cooperating teacher's lesson, the student teacher teaches the "equivalent" lesson to a different class in the same or adjacent grade.  A similar process may be followed in reverse once the student teacher is planning lessons.  Under this format, the cooperating teacher teaches the student teacher's lesson to a different class to model specific elements needing improvement.


Planning and teaching

When the student teacher is confident in front of a class and knows many students' names, s/he may assume responsibility for planning and teaching lessons.  Most commonly, the student teacher is expected to oversee at least one complete unit for each school placement.  Student teachers should assume the role of lead teacher gradually so their early teaching experiences are not overwhelming.


Teaching full time


Student teachers need to experience life as a full time teacher.  For a minimum of two weeks, student teachers are expected to oversee the entire schedule of lessons.  Exceptions to this might be in elementary schools where physical educators see eight or more classes per day.
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